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Week Ending Friday, August 21, 1998 


The President’s Radio Address 
August 15, 1998 


Good morning. Two days ago, at Andrews 
Air Force Base, we welcomed them home: 
America’s brave sons and daughters, carried 
under Stars and Stripes, flanked by the silent 
sentries of the honor guard. They had per- 
ished in Nairobi, cruelly and without warn- 
ing, in an act of terror at the American Em- 
bassy. It was not the sort of homecoming any 
of us would have wished. But it was a tribute 
that befit their service to our Nation. 

Hillary and I had the honor to meet with 
their families on the morning of the cere- 
mony. They shared stories with us, stories 
and memories, showing us photographs. 
Their shoulders were heavy with sadness; 
their voices sometimes shook. But anyone 
could tell that their hearts were full of pride 
for the brave service of their loved ones and 
pride in the Nation they so ably and faithfully 
represented around the world. Collectively, 
over the course of their careers, these 12 men 
and women represented the United States 
in more than 20 countries across the globe, 
from Brazil to Botswana, from France to the 
Philippines, from South Korea to their final 
post, Kenya. 

They represented America not simply by 
their deeds but by their character: by the 
quiet labors of a medical doctor, the careful 
diplomacy of a Foreign Service officer, the 
iron discipline of men and women in uni- 
form. Their dedication to America was 
matched by their dedication to their families. 
In all these ways, they represented the best 
of our country. They showed the world our 
very best face and shared with its people our 
most cherished values. 

As a nation, we have lost much. These fam- 
ilies have lost even more. Words cannot de- 
scribe and tributes cannot begin to fill the 
cruel vacancy left by evil acts of terror. But 
in the example of the proud and grieving 
families I met on Thursday, we find an em- 


bodiment of American resolve. They made 
it clear to me they did not want us to give 
in to terror or to turn inward or retreat, for 
the world is full of promise, and they do not 
want us to try to stop resolving the misunder- 
standings that can deteriorate into the rot of 
hatred. 

Instead, they urged us to stand strong, as 
ever, for freedom and democracy in all coun- 
tries and for all people. And our administra- 
tion will remain committed to the fight 
against terror. Over the last few years, work- 
ing with Congress, we have passed tough new 
criminal penalties, tightened security at air- 
ports, strengthened protection of our troops 
overseas. We have created an international 
coalition to help us combat terrorism and 
have apprehended or helped to capture more 
than 40 terrorists abroad, including those in- 
volved in attacks on Pan Am Flight 830 and 
the World Trade Center and in the murder 
of two CIA employees in Virginia. 

We must continue to lead the world to- 
ward peace, freedom, and prosperity. That 
is why our diplomats are on the job today 
around the world, working to ensure our na- 
tional security, working to strengthen the 
global economy, w« yrking to bring peace to 
troubled regions, working often at risk to 
themselves. And that is why we now must 
work to rebuild our Embassies in Nairobi and 
Dar es Salaam, to secure our Embassies and 
outposts around the world, to support our 
friends in Tanzania and Kenya as they re- 
build. 

This week, I have spoken with leaders in 
Congress, Republicans and Democrats alike. 
In the finest American tradition, they have 
pledged to join me in protecting America’s 
presence throughout the world. Today we 
think especially of those serving in our diplo- 
matic posts. I ask all our citizens to say a 
prayer for them and to express gratitude for 
their service. The spirit of the patriots who 
have dedicated or lost their lives to service 
is the spirit of America. They help to keep 
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our Nation strong and free, peaceful and 
proud, a powerful beacon of hope for the 
world. 

Thank you for listening. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from 


the Oval Office at che White House. 


Statement on the Terrorist Bombing 
in Omagh, Northern Ireland 
August 15, 1998 


Today’s terrorist bombing in Omagh was 
a barbaric act intended to wreck Northern 
Ireland’s aspirations for peace and reconcili- 
ation. On behalf of every American, I con- 
demn this butchery and hope that the cul- 
prits will be brought to justice quickly. I ex- 
tend our deep sympathy to those affected by 
this tragedy. I renew my pledge to stand with 
the people of Northern Ireland against the 
perpetrators of violence; they will find no 
friends here. 

Now is the time for the parties of peace 
in Northern Ireland to redouble their efforts. 


Address to the Nation on Testimony 
Before the Independent Counsel’s 
Grand Jury 


August 17, 1998 


Good evening. This afternoon in this room, 
from this chair, I testified before the Office 
of Independent Counsel and the grand jury. 
I answered their questions truthfully, includ- 
ing que stions about my priv ate life, questions 
no American citizen would ever want to an- 
swer. 

Still I must take complete responsibility 
for all my actions, both public and private. 
And that is why I aim speaking to you tonight. 

As you know, in a deposition in January 
I was asked questions about my relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky. While my answers 
were legally accurate, I did not volunteer in- 
formation. Indeed, I did have a relationship 
with Ms. Lewinsky that was not appropriate. 
In fact, it was wrong. It constituted a critical 
lapse in judgment and a personal failure on 
my part for which I am solely and completely 
responsible. 
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But I told the grand jury today, and I say 
to you now, that at no time did I ask anyone 
to lie, to hide or destroy evidence, or to take 
any other unlawful action. 

I know that my public comments and my 
silence about this matter gave a false impres- 
sion. I misled people, including even my 
wife. I deeply regret that. I can only tell you 
I was motivated by many factors: first, by a 
desire to protect myself from the embarrass- 
ment of my own conduct. I was also very 
concerned about protecting my family. The 
fact that these questions were being asked 
in a politically inspired lawsuit which has 
since been dismissed was a consideration, 
too. 

In addition, I had real and serious con- 
cerns about an Independent Counsel inves- 
tigation that began with private business 
dealings 20 years ago, dealings, I might add, 
about which an independent Federal agency 
found no evidence of any wrongdoing by me 
or my wife over 2 years ago. The Independ- 
ent Counsel investigation moved on to my 
staff and friends, then into my private life. 
And now the investigation itself is under in- 
vestigation. This has gone on too long, cost 
too much, and hurt too many innocent peo- 
ple. 

Now this matter is between me, the two 
people I love most, my wife and our daugh- 
ter, and our God. I must put it right, and 
I am prepared to do whatever it takes to de 
so. Nothing is more important to me person- 
ally. But it is private. And I intend to reclaim 
my family life for my family. It’s nobody’s 
business but ours. Even Presidents have pri- 
vate lives. 

It is time to stop the pursuit of personal 
destruction and the prying into private lives 
and get on with our national life. Our country 
has been distracted by this matter for too 
long. And I take my responsibility for my part 
in all of this; this is all I can do. Now it is 
time—in fact, it is past time—to move on. 
We have important work to do, real opportu- 
nities to seize, real problems to solve, real 
security matters to face. 

And so, tonight I ask you to turn away from 
the spectacle of the past 7 months, to repair 
the fabric of our national discourse, and to 
return our attention to all the challenges and 
all the promise of the next American century. 
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Thank you for watching, and good night. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:02 p.m. from 
the Map Room at the White House. 


Letter to Congressionai Leaders on 
Deployment of Troops To Protect 

the United States Embassy in Albania 
August 18, 1998 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

After receiving credible information of a 
possible attack against the U.S. embassy in 
Tirana, Albania, similar to the attacks against 
our missions in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, 
the Department of State authorized the 
draw-down of embassy personnel. Embassy 
business is currently conducted from the 
Rilindja Ridge Housing Complex in Tirana, 
as a new embassy building with improved se- 
curity features is currently undergoing con- 
struction. The Marine Security Guard de- 
tachment at the embassy consists of six Ma- 
rines. 

Consequently, to enhance security at the 
present site of embassy operations, on Sun- 
day, August 16, 1998, at about 12:00 p.m. 
eastern daylight time, a combat-equipped 
unit consisting of about 200 Marines from 
the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit and 10 

Navy SEALS was deployed to Albania to pA 
vide security to the embassy compound at 
the Rilindja Ridge site. These personnel were 
deployed from ships that were already in the 
Adriatic Sea region preparing for an amphib- 
ious NATO military exercise, which was 
scheduled for August 17-22, 1998. As of Au- 
gust 17, 1998, all personnel from this unit 
except for 50 Marines have returned to their 
ships to participate in the previously sched- 
uled NATO exercise. United States Armed 
Forces personnel will continue to augment 
security at the Rilindja Ridge compound 
until it is determined that the additional se- 
curity support is unnecessary. 

I have taken this action pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for- 
eign relations and as Commander in Chief 
and Chief Executive. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed, 
consistent with the War Powers Resolution. 
I appreciate the support of the Congress in 
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this action to assist in embassy security and 
the security of American citizens overseas. 
Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Norte: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of 
the Senate. 


Executive Order 13098—Blocking 
Property of UNITA and Prohibiting 
Certain Transactions With Respect 
to UNITA 


August 18, 1998 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), section 5 of the United Nations Par- 
ticipation Act of 1945, as amended (22 
U.S.C. 287c) (UNPA), and section 301 of 
title 3, United States Code, in view of United 
Nations Security Council Resolutions 1173 
of June 12, 1998, and 1176 of June 24, 1998, 
and in order to take additional steps with re- 
spect to the actions and policies of the 
National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA) and the national emer- 
gency ‘declared in Executive Order 12865, I, 
William J. Clinton, President of the 
United States of America, hereby order: 

Section 1. Except to the extent provided 
in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
issued pursuant to this order, and notwith- 
standing the existence of any rights or obliga- 
tions conferred or imposed by any inter- 
national agreement or any contract entered 
into or any license or permit granted prior 
to the effective date of this order, all property 
and interests in property that are in the 
United States, that hereafter come within the 
United States, or that are or hereafter come 
within the possession or control of United 
States persons, of UNITA, or of those senior 
officials of UNITA, or adult members of their 
immediate families, who are designated pur- 
suant to section 5 of this order, are hereby 
blocked. 
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Sec. 2. Except to the extent provided in 
regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
issued pursuant to this order, and notwith- 
standing the existence of any rights or obliga- 
tions conferred or imposed by any inter- 
national agreement or any contract entered 
into or any license or permit granted prior 
to the effective date of this order, the follow- 
ing are prohibited: 

(a) the direct or indirect importation into 
the United States of all diamonds exported 
from Angola on or after the effective date 
of this order that are not controlled through 
the Certificate of Origin regime of the An- 
gola Government of Unity and National Rec- 
onciliation; 

(b) the sale or supply by United States per- 
sons or from the United States or using U.S.- 
registered vessels or aircraft, of equipment 
used in mining, regardless of origin, to the 
territory of Angola other than through a point 
of entry designated pursuant to section 5 of 
this order; 

(c) the sale or supply by United States per- 
sons or from the United States or using U.S.- 
registered vessels or aircraft, of motorized ve- 
hicles, watercraft, or spare parts for the fore- 
going, regardless of origin, to the territory 
of Angola other than through a point of entry 
designated pursuant to section 5 of this 
order; and 

(d) the sale or supply by United States per- 
sons or from the United States or using U.S.- 
registered vessels or aircraft, of mining serv- 
ices or ground or waterborne transportation 
services, regardless of origin, to persons in 
areas of Angola to which State administration 
has not been extended, as designated pursu- 
ant to section 5 of this order. 

Sec. 3. Any transaction by a United States 
person or within the United States that 
evades or avoids, or has the purpose of evad- 
ing or avoiding, or attempts to violate, any 
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is 
prohibited. 

Sec. 4. For the purposes of this order: 

(a) the term “person” means an individual 
or entity; 

(b) the term “entity” means a partnership, 
association, trust, joint venture, corporation, 
or other organization; 

(c) the term “United States person” means 
any United States citizen, permanent resi- 
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dent alien, entity organized under the laws 
of the United States (including foreign 
branches), or any person in the United 
States; 

(d) the term “UNITA” includes: 

(i) the Uniao Nacional para a 
Independencia Total de Angola (UNITA), 
known in English as the “National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola;” 

(ii) the Forcas Armadas para a Liberacao 
de Angola (FALA), known in English as the 
“Armed Forces for the Liberation of An- 
gola;” and 

(iii) any person acting or purporting to act 
for or on behalf of any of the foregoing, in- 
cluding the Center for Democracy in Angola 
(CEDA): 

(e) the term “controlled through the Cer- 
tificate of Origin regime of the Angolan Gov- 
ernment of Unity and National Reconcili- 
ation” means accompanied by any docu- 
mentation that demonstrates to the satisfac- 
tion of the United States Customs Service 
that the diamonds were legally exported from 
Angola with the approval of the Angolan 
Government of Unity and National Rec- 
onciliation. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, is 
hereby authorized to take such actions, in- 
cluding designating senior officials of UNITA 
and adult members of their immediate fami- 
lies for purposes of section 1 of this order, 
designating points of entry in Angola and 
areas of Angola to which State administration 
has not been extended for purposes of sec- 
tion 2 of this order, establishing exemptions 
from the prohibitions set forth in this order 
for medical and humanitarian purposes, and 
promulgating rules and regulations, and to 
employ all powers granted to the President 
by IEEPA and UNPA, as may be necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this order. The 
Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any 
of these functions to other officers and agen- 
cies of the United States Government. All 
agencies of the United States Government 
are hereby directed to take all appropriate 
measures within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of this order, including sus- 
pension or termination of licenses or other 
authorizations in effect as of the effective 
date of this order. 
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Sec. 6. Nothing contained in this order 
shall create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable by any party 
against the United States, its agencies or in- 
strumentalities, its officers or employees, or 
any other person. 

Sec. 7. (a) This order is effective at 12:01 
a.m., eastern daylight time on August 19, 
1998. 

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the 
Congress and published in the Federal Reg- 
ister. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
August 18, 1998. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:39 a.m., August 19, 1998] 


NoTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 19, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on August 
20. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Additional Sanctions Under the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Angola (UNITA) 


August 18, 1998 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter- 
national Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1703(b), I hereby report to the 
Congress that I have exercised my statutory 
authority to take additional steps with respect 
to the actions and policies of the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) and the national emergency de- 
clared in Executive Order 12865. 

The circumstances that led to the declara- 
tion on September 26, 1993, of a national 
emergency have not been resolved. The ac- 
tions and policies of UNITA continue to pose 
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
foreign policy of the United States. United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 864 
(1993) imposed prohibitions against the sale 
of weapons, military materiel, and petroleum 
products to UNITA. United Nations Security 
Council Resolutions 1127 of August 28, 1997, 
and 1130 of September 29, 1997, imposed 
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additional sanctions against UNITA due to 
the serious difficulties in the Angolan peace 
process resulting from delays by UNITA in 
the implementation of its essential obliga- 
tions as established by the Lusaka Peace Pro- 
tocol of November 20, 1994. 

Recently, the United Nations Security 
Council acted to impose additional sanctions 
in response to UNITA’s failure to comply 
with its obligations under the Lusaka Peace 
Protocol, which has jeopardized the return 
of peace to Angola. United Nations Security 
Council Resolutions 1173 of June 12, 1998, 
and 1176 of June 24, 1998, responded in par- 
ticular to UNITA’s continued refusal to allow 
the Government of Angola to establish state 
administration over four towns that remain 
under UNITA’s control. These resolutions 
demand UNITA’s compliance with its obliga- 
tions under the Lusaka Peace Protocol, in- 
cluding demilitarization of all its forces, and 
full cooperation in the process of allowing 
the Government of Angola to extend its au- 
thority throughout Angola. 

Accordingly, and pursuant to the require- 
ments of United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 1173 and 1176, I have exercised 
my statutory authority and issued an Execu- 
tive order which: (1) blocks property and 
property interests (within the United States 
or within the possession or control of United 
States persons) of UNITA, and of designated 
senior officials of UNITA and adult members 
of their immediate families; (2) prohibits the 
importation into the United States of all dia- 
monds exported from Angola that are not 
controlled by a Certificate of Origin regime 
of the Government of Angola; (3) prohibits 
the sale or supply to Angola from the United 
States or by United States persons, except 
through designate -d points of entry, of motor- 
ized vehicles, watercraft, and spare parts for 
the foregoing, and equipment used in min- 
ing, regardless of origin; and (4) prohibits the 
sale or supply to Angola from the United 
States or by United States persons of mining 
services or of ground or waterborne transpor- 
tation services, regardless of origin, to per- 
sons in UNITA-held territory. The order also 
prohibits any transaction by a United States 
person, or within the United States, that 
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evades or avoids, or has the purpose of evad- 
ing or avoiding, or attempts to violate, any 
of the prohibitions set forth in the order. 

In furtherance of the goals of United Na- 
tions Security Council Resolutions 1173 and 
1176, and of the foreign policy interests of 
the United States, the order makes explicit 
that exemptions from the prohibitions that 
it imposes may be authorized for medical and 
humanitarian purposes. 

The order defines UNITA to include: (1) 
the National Union for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola; (2) the Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola (FALA); and (3) any 
person acting or purporting to act for or on 
behalf of the foregoing, including the Center 
for Democracy in Angola (CEDA). 

The measures taken in the order will im- 
mediately demonstrate to UNITA the seri- 
ousness of our concern over its delays in im- 
plementing the peace process. The blocking 
of UNITA’s property and the other prohibi- 
tions imposed under this Executive order will 
further limit UNITA’s capacity to pay for its 
military build-up and to undermine the 
peace process. It is particularly important for 
the United States and the international com- 
munity to demonstrate to UNITA the neces- 
sity of completing the peace process in An- 
gola. 

When UNITA fully complies with its obli- 
gations and completes its transition from an 
armed movement to an unarmed political 
party, the United States will support meas- 
ures lifting these sanctions. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
order I have issued. The order is effective 
at 12:01 a.m., eastern daylight time on Au- 
gust 19, 1998. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Nore: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This 
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on August 19. 


Aug. 19 / Administration of William ]. Clinton, 1998 


Remarks on Departure for 
Washington, DC, From Martha’s 
Vineyard, Massachusetts 


August 20, 1998 


Military Action Against Terrorist Sites in 
Afghanistan and Sudan 


Good afternoon. Today I ordered our 
Armed Forces to strike at terrorist-related fa- 
cilities in Afghanistan and Sudan because of 
the threat they present to our national secu- 
rity. 

I have said many times that terrorism is 
one of the greatest dangers we face in this 
new global era. We saw its twisted mentality 
at work last week in the Embassy bombings 
in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, which took 
the lives of innocent Americans and Africans 
and injured thousands more. Today we have 
struck back. 

The United States launched an attack this 
morning on one of the most active terrorist 
bases in the world. It is located in Afghani- 
stan and operated by groups affiliated with 
Usama bin Ladin, a network not sponsored 
by any state but as dangerous as any we face. 
We also struck a chemical weapons-related 
facility in Sudan. Our target was the terror- 
ists’ base of operation and infrastructure. Our 
objective was to damage their capacity to 
strike at Americans and other innocent peo- 

le. 

I ordered this action for four reasons: 
First, because we have convincing evidence 
these groups played the key role in the Em- 
bassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania; sec- 
ond, because these groups have executed ter- 
rorist attacks against Americans in the past; 
third, because we have compelling informa- 
tion that they were planning additional ter- 
rorist attacks against our citizens and others 
with the inevitable collateral casualties we 
saw so tragically in Africa; and fourth, be- 
cause they are seeking to acquire chemical 
weapons and other dangerous weapons. 

Terrorists must have no doubt that, in the 
face of their threats, America will protect its 
citizens and will continue to lead the world’s 
fight for peace, freedom, and security. 
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Now I am returning to Washington to be 
briefed by my national security team on the 
latest information. I will provide you with a 
more detailed statement later this afternoon 
from the White House. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the 
gymnasium at the Edgartown Elementary School. 
In his remarks, he referred to Usama bin Ladin, 
who allegedly sponsored terrorist attacks on the 
U.S. Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 


Address to the Nation on Military 
Action Against Terrorist Sites in 
Afghanistan and Sudan 

August 20, 1998 


Good afternoon. Today I ordered our 
Armed Forces to strike at terrorist-related fa- 


cilities in Afghanistan and Sudan because of 


the imminent threat they presented to our 
national security. 

I want to speak with you about the objec- 
tive of this action and why it was necessary. 
Our target was terror. Our mission was clear, 
to strike at the network of radical groups af- 
filiated with and funded by Usama bin Ladin, 
perhaps the preeminent organizer and fin- 
ancier of international terrorism in the world 
today. 

The groups associated with him come from 
diverse places but share a hatred for democ- 
racy, a fanatical glorification of violence, and 
a horrible distortion of their religion to justify 
the murder of innocents. They have made 
the United States their adversary precisely 
because of what we stand for and what we 
stand against. 

A few months ago, and again this week, 
bin Ladin publicly vowed to wage a terrorist 
war against America, saying, and I quote, 
“We do not differentiate between those 
dressed in military uniforms and civilians. 
They're all targets.” 

Their mission is murder and their history 
is bloody. In recent years, they killed Amer- 
ican, Belgian, and Pakistani peacekeepers in 
Somalia. They plotted to assassinate the 
President of Egypt and the Pope. They 
planned to bomb six United States 747’s over 
the Pacific. They bombed the Egyptian Em- 


1643 


bassy in Pakistan. They gunned down Ger- 
man tourists in Egypt. 

The most recent terrorist events are fresh 
in our memory. Two weeks ago, 12 Ameri- 
cans and nearly 300 Kenyans and Tanzanians 
lost their lives, and another 5,000 were 
wounded, when our Embassies in Nairobi 
and Dar es Salaam were bombed. There is 
convincing information from our intelligence 
community that the bin Ladin terrorist net- 
work was responsible for these bombings. 
Based on this information, we have high con- 
fidence that these bombings were planned, 
financed, and carried out by the organization 
bin Ladin leads. 

America has battled terrorism for many 
years. Where possible, we've used law en- 
forcement and diplomatic tools to wage the 
fight. The long arm of American law has 
reached out around the world and brought 
to trial those guilty of attacks in New York 
and Virginia and in the Pacific. We have 
quietly disrupted terrorist groups and foiled 
their plots. We have isolated countries that 
practice terrorism. We've worked to build an 
international coalition against terror. 

But there have been and will be times 
when law enforcement and diplomatic tools 
are simply not enough, when our very na- 
tional security is challenged, and when we 
must take extraordinary steps to protect the 
safety of our citizens. With compelling evi- 
dence that the bin Ladin network of terrorist 
groups was planning to mount further attacks 
against Americans and other freedom-loving 
people, I decided America must act. 

And so this morning, based on the unani- 
mous recommendation of my national secu- 
rity team, I ordered our Armed Forces to 
take action to counter an immediate threat 
from the bin Ladin network. Earlier today, 
the United States carried out simultaneous 
strikes against terrorist facilities and infra- 
structure in Afghanistan. Our forces targeted 
one of the most active terrorist bases in the 
world. It contained key elements of the bin 
Ladin network’s infrastructure and has 
served as a training camp for literally thou- 
sands of terrorists from around the globe. We 
have reason to believe that a gathering of key 
terrorist leaders was to take place there 
today, thus underscoring the urgency of our 
actions. 
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Our forces also attacked a factory in Sudan 
associated with the bin Ladin network. The 
factory was involved in the production of ma- 
terials for chemical weapons. 

The United States does not take this action 
lightly. Afghanistan and Sudan have been 
warned for years to stop harboring and sup- 
porting these terrorist groups. But countries 
that persistently host terrorists have no right 
to be safe havens. 

Let me express my gratitude to our intel- 
ligence and law enforcement agencies for 
their hard, good work. And let me express 
my pride in our Armed Forces who carried 
out this mission while making every possible 
effort to minimize the loss of innocent life. 

I want you to understand, I want the world 
to understand that our actions today were not 
aimed against Islam, the faith of hundreds 
of millions of good, peace-loving people all 
around the world, including the United 
States. No religion condones the murder of 
innocent men, women, and children. But our 
actions were aimed at fanatics and killers who 
wrap murder in the cloak of righteousness 
and in so doing profane the great religion 
in whose name they claim to act. 

My fellow Americans, our battle against 
terrorism did not begin with the bombing of 
our Embassies in Africa, nor will it end with 
today’s strike. It will require strength, cour- 
age, and endurance. We will not yield to this 
threat. We will meet it, no matter how long 
it may take. This will be a long, ongoing 
struggle between freedom and fanaticism, 
between the rule of law and terrorism. We 
must be prepared to do all that we can for 
as long as we must. 

America is and will remain a target of ter- 
rorists precisely because we are leaders, be- 
cause we act to advance peace, democracy, 
and basic human values, because we're the 
most open society on Earth, and because, as 
we have shown yet again, we take an uncom- 
promising stand against terrorism. 

But of this I am also sure: The risks from 
inaction, to America and the world, would 
be far greater than action, for that would em- 
bolden our enemies, leaving their ability and 
their willingness to strike us intact. In this 
case, we knew before our attack that these 
groups already had planned further actions 
against us and others. 
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I want to reiterate: The United States 
wants peace, not conflict. We want to lift lives 
around the world, not take them. We have 
worked for peace in Bosnia, in Northern Ire- 
land, in Haiti, in the Middle East and else- 
where. But in this day, no campaign for peace 
can succeed without a determination to fight 
terrorism. Let our actions today send this 
message loud and clear: There are no ex- 
pendable American targets; there will be no 
sanctuary for terrorists; we will defend our 
people, our interests, and our values; we will 
help people of all faiths, in all parts of the 
world, who want to live free of fear and vio- 
lence. We will persist, and we will prevail. 

Thank you. God bless you, and may God 
bless our country. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. from the 
Oval Office at the White House. 


Statement on the 1999 Federal Pay 
Raise 


August 20, 1998 


I am announcing today my support for a 
3.6 percent pay raise in 1999 for Federal ci- 
vilian employees and military personnel. This 
increase is consistent with preliminary appro- 
priations and authorizing actions already 
taken in Congress. I urge the Congress to 
enact legislation providing for such an in- 
crease, and if Congress fails to act, I will use 
my executive authority to guarantee that a 
3.6 increase takes effect. 

An increase of 3.6 percent for Federal em- 
ployees would essentially allow Federal pay 
to match the growth in private sector wages. 
Given the high level of productivity of Fed- 
eral employees and the continuing trend of 
solid real income gains in the private sector, 
I believe that Federal employees deserve the 
recognition and compensation that this in- 
crease provides. I will continue to work with 
Congress and labor to review the means by 
which we ensure fair and equitable pay. 

Since the first days of this administration, 
the Vice President and I have worked to 
streamline the Federal Government. Today, 
the Government operates more efficiently 
and better serves the American people. This 
success would not have been possible with- 
out Government employees who have been 
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called upon to work harder and to do more 
with less. Our Federal employees have risen 
to that mission, and with this action, we rec- 
ognize their efforts. 


Proclamation 7116—Women’s 
Equality Day, 1998 
August 20, 1998 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Since the earliest days of our democracy, 
Americans have taken great pride and found 
great purpose in our pursuit of equality. It 
is a right for which many have bravely strug- 
gled and the ideal that challenges us even 
today to build a more perfect union and to 
forge a future in which our children know 
no boundaries to their dreams. Each year, 
on Women’s Equality Day, we rededicate 
ourselves to the pursuit of full equality for 
women and girls in our society. 

This year, as we reflect on ‘the magnificent 
journey and the extraordinary heroines and 
heroes of the women’s rights movement in 
America, we celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of the first women’s rights convention, which 
took place in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848 
and set our Nation on a course toward equal- 
ity. It was at this historic gathering that pio- 
neers such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Lucretia Mott, Mary Ann McClintock, and 
Frederick Douglass signed the Declaration 
of Sentiments—a document unequivocally 
affirming that all men and women are cre- 
ated equal. Encouraged by the truth of their 
convictions, these determined women and 
men set out to make equality for women a 
reality in America. 

In the decades following the convention 
at Seneca Falls, many of the rights expressed 
in the prophetic Declaration of Sentiments 
became law. The ratification of the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution secured a 
woman’s right to vote; the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 barred employment 
discrimination; and the enactment of Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 
guaranteed equal opportunity in education 


and sports. 
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This year, we recognize another milestone 
on the road to women’s equality: the 35th 
anniversary of the enactment of the Equal 
Pay Act, which for the first time in our Na- 
tion’s history guaranteed equal pay to women 
who perform the same jobs as men. Only a 
generation ago, a woman could legally be 
paid less for her time and talent solely be- 
cause of her gender. Today, we realize that 
the denial of equal pay not only unfairly lim- 
its a woman’s ability to provide for her fami- 
ly’s economic security, but also diminishes 
her dignity by belittling the value of her 
labor. 

While we have made progress in closing 
this pay gap in the 35 years since the enact- 
ment of the Equal Pay Act, women today 
continue to make less than men for the same 
work—earning 76 cents for every dollar paid 
to a man. As we celebrate the Equal Pay Act’s 
anniversary, we must reaffirm our commit- 
ment to making equal pay for equal work a 
reality in the workplace. My Administration 
supports new proposed legislation that will 
close the pay gap completely, strengthen en- 
forcement of the Equal Pay Act, and toughen 
penalties for violations. 

My Administration is striving to ensure 
women’s equality in other areas of our soci- 
ety. We have dramatically increased the 
funding for research, prevention, and treat- 
ment of diseases that predominantly affect 
women. Through the Family and Medical 
Leave Act that I signed and our proposed 
child care initiative, we are working to help 
women balance their responsibilities at home 
and on the job. During the past 5 years, the 
Small Business Administration has tripled 
loans to women-owned businesses, and we 
have strengthened enforcement of Title IX 
to ensure that education programs, activities, 
and institutions receiving Federal funds do 
not discriminate on the basis of gender. 

On Women’s Equality Day, as we look 
back on what we have accomplished, we also 
recognize how far we have to go before we 
complete the journey that began so long ago. 
As women continue to distinguish themselves 
in boardrooms, classrooms, courtrooms, and 
family rooms across America, we must renew 
our efforts to empower all women with the 
rights and opportunities promised by our 
founders and fought for by the heroic women 





1646 


and men whose achievements we honor 
today. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1998, 
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the 
citizens of our great Nation to observe this 
day with appropriate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-third. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:19 a.m., August 21, 1998] 


NoTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 24. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





August 16 

In the evening, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom regarding 
the situation in Northern Ireland. 


August 17 

In the afternoon, the President testified 
before the Independent Counsel's grand jury 
by video hookup from the Map Room at the 
White House. 


August 18 
In the morning, the President met with 
foreign policy advisers to discuss Russia, 
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Northern Ireland, East Africa, the 
and Iraq. 

In the afterncon, the President and Hillary 
and Chelsea Clinton traveled to Martha’s 
Vineyard, MA, for a vacation. 


Balkans, 


August 19 

The President had a telephone conversa- 
tion with National Security Adviser Samuel 
Berger concerning foreign policy issues. 

In the evening, the President and Hillary 
and Chelsea Clinton celebrated the Presi- 
dent’s birthday with the Vernon Jordan fam- 
ily at a private residence. 

Later in the evening, the President had 
a telephone conversation with Vice President 
Al Gore. 


August 20 
In the morning, the President had 

phone conversations with foreign policy ad- 
visers. In the afternoon, he returned to 
Washington, DC. En route, aboard Air Force 
One, he had a telephone conversation with 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Trent Lott, and Senate Minor- 
ity Leader Thomas A. Daschle. 


August 21 

In the morning, the President met with 
the national security team concerning the 
military action against terrorist sites in Af- 
ghanistan and Sudan and the overall effort 
to combat terrorism internationally. He also 
had telephone conversations with Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan and Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel con- 
cerning the military action. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Martha’s Vineyard, MA. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 
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Checklist 


of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 


items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 


Other White House Announcements. 





Released August 17 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 

Released August 18 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 

Released August 19 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 

Released August 20 

Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry , 

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright and National Se- 
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curity Adviser Samuel Berger on military ac- 


tion against terrorist sites in Afghanistan and 
Sudan 


Released August 21 


Transcript of a press briefing by National 
Security Adviser Samuel Berger and Press 
Secretary Mike McCurry 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
appointment of Kenneth G. Lieberthal as 
Special Assistant to the President and Senior 
Director for Asian Affairs at the National Se- 
curity Council 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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